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opened the three last kegs supplied to the troops
for ammunition,, he found, to his consternation,
that they were filled with macaroni! although,
when the Ashantees plundered our camp the day
after the battle, they discovered ten kegs of ball-car-
tridges, amongst a great quantity of valuable booty.
But, however lamentable this negligence was, it
should be suffered to pass into oblivion. The of-
ficer upon whom it is charged, perished with his
brave companions; and, like them, he is placed
for judgment before a higher tribunal : it is,
therefore, unnecessary, as it would be cruel, to
pain his friends and relatives by registering his
name, to mark a military error, which might have
been caused by the unexampled confusion of the
scene in which he was called upon to act so re-
sponsible a part.

Shortly after this disastrous event, the late King
of Ashantee, Osay Tootoo Quamina, died. He
just lived long enough to receive the intelligence
of a triumph which inspired the Ashantees with
the most extravagant hopes, and led them to pro-
secute the war with sanguinary violence. Osay
Aquatoo (the Orange*), the brother of the deceased
king, had no sooner succeeded to the vacant
throne, than he resolved to follow up the advan-
tages of the war with vigour. He believed that
the death of an officer of such estimation as Sir
Charles McCarthy, must have thrown the ranks of

* From the colour of his skin.